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A little ‘bout me:  I started teaching in 1994, and began teaching at Deerfield High School in 1997.  Prior to that, I was an electrical engineer for 10 years with Motorola in Schaumburg, IL (Motorola World Headquarters) working with communications systems.  I was raised in Alaska (so you’ll have to pardon all the animal metaphors, especially Moose!), and I go there as often as I am able to (usually twice a year) to visit family and get back to the “wild”.

• CLASS MATERIALS - Textbook (None, I have phased out a required textbook at this point), Big Packet of course materials, paper for notes (spiral, etc., though most notes from packet materials), small 3 ring binder to hold class items, or any other method that works for you.  You will be bringing to class material from the packet you purchased for the current (and perhaps next) unit.  Pencils and eraser, metric ruler/protractor (6-in-1 from bookstore), scientific calculator.

• DSS (Designated Substitute Student) - Each student is to choose one primary and one alternate student to take care of her/his interests on those rare occasions when you are absent.  This person should take notes for you, collect handouts if any, tell you what to turn in, help you make up your work, etc.  Make sure you have each other's phone numbers.  Each student needs at least one primary and one alternate DSS.  "Find" these people right away!



• ABSENCES - on those extremely rare occasions when circumstances beyond your control prevent you from coming to class, you should first make arrangements with your DSS to look after your interests.  Later, you should find out from your DSS what happened in class, get missed papers, and get her/him to help you make up any missed lab or class work.  It will be a very valuable experience for your DSS to explain the physics you missed.  After you have received help from your primary/alternate DSS's, I will be happy to explain what you still do not understand.

• LATE ASSIGNMENTS - An assignment is considered late if it is turned in more than 0.00743 nanoseconds after I ask for them.  After that, there is a 50% grade reduction, until [Late Time] > 1 week, after which it will be worth ZERO points.  Exceptions to this are minimal, as follows:

	1.	An excused absence (illness, field trip, etc.).  You are required to use a LATE Form.
	2.	A note from your parents (on LATE Form) explaining why they think you should be allowed to turn the assignment in late.  Even with the note, credit for the assignment is at my discretion.  

Most of the assignments will be done online from WebAssign.  If you do not have the assignment done by the required time, you will not be able to submit it for full credit.  The statements above should still be in effect, and will be applied to these online assignments.

• CHEATING - Academic Dishonesty is defined by the District 113 Board of Education.  Violations will result in harsh penalties if caught, so don't cheat!

GRADES, GRADES…

"A grade is an inadequate report of an inaccurate judgment by a biased and variable judge of the extent to which a student has attained an undefined level of mastery of an unknown proportion of an indefinite amount of material" 																				Paul Pressel

In spite of the above, grades are a significant motivating factor for most students, and grading fairly is an important consideration.  One big consideration is how much weight to give to homework in relation to tests.  Counting homework too much tends to promote academic dishonesty, while not counting it enough tends to cause some students to think it's not worth doing.  Although there are some diligent, hard-working students who ALWAYS do all their homework and would like it to count more toward their grade, there IS a correlation between diligent, daily preparation and test performance.  Even if you do not consider yourself a great test-taker, you WILL do better on tests if you maintain proper daily preparation by doing your homework in addition to any other studying.  Enough preaching. I want to reward students for diligent, hard work, but keep in mind that some university class grades are based solely on 2, 3 or 4 tests.

Your quarter grades will be based on the following percents:  Daily classwork, homework and labs are worth is 40% of your quarter grade.  Quizzes will be worth 5%, and Tests and will be worth 55%.  
In general, there is no rounding of grades, either quarter or semester.  Thus, an 89.9% is a B+ rather than an A-

TESTS:
Homework and lab points are not curved, and quiz points are also not curved.  The tests will be curved based on the performance of your peers, rather than based on some arbitrary or "absolute" scale.  As such, if the class average on the tests is below 80%, I will raise the average to 80% using a scale adjusted to provide a bigger “boost” to those who scored lowest.  If the average score is 80% or more based on the raw scores, no adjustment will be made. It is possible I may adjust the 80% baseline.








		Letter grades are then determined according to a 90 80 70 60 scale for lowest 				A B C D grades, respectively.  




QUIZZES:
Worth only 5% of your overall quarter grade, so they do not impact your overall grade up or down very much.  Typically this will be the category that you will have the lowest percentage in, as they are often pop quizzes, and if you are a little behind the quiz will not likely boost your grade!  My biggest suggestion is to keep up with the class on a daily basis!  

HOMEWORK:
Part of the 40% category along with labs.  You will be doing most of the homework utilizing the online utility WebAssign- you can work on it anywhere you have internet access, or print it out, work on the problems, then enter the answers when you can.  WebAssign will have a one-time $10 fee you will pay with credit card online when you sign up.  More details as necessary.
 
Remember, you will submit a LATE form for every assignment (typically labs) turned in late, whether or not it is late EXCUSED or late UNEXCUSED.

EXTRA CREDIT:
I would rather that you spent that time in diligent study of the regular material in order to get the grade you want.  However, I will make some extra credit available each quarter.

Miscellaneous Stuff
LAB WRITE-UPS:
Generally, labs are done in groups that will be randomly chosen for each major lab activity.  Every member of the group is required to fully write up each lab, even if the data from the lab is the same.  This requirement, along with random group-member selection has 2 major benefits:

1.	Everyone is involved in the process, thus not allowing 1 or more group members to "coast".
2.	Although you will undoubtedly work better with some students than others, it is often detrimental to permit students to choose their own partners.  As partners tend to continue to be partners all year (for a variety of reasons), the SAME POOR matches will be avoided.  Of course, the less capable students have the most to gain here.

LAB GRADING--->	Generally, each student’s lab report will be graded each time.  I really want you to be involved in the thinking process related to lab activities, and therefore you will be graded on YOUR answers, not your partners’.  However, you are expected to collaborate (not copy) with other members of the group in working on your answers.  WHEN YOU COLLABORATE, YOUR UNDERSTANDING WILL RAPIDLY INCREASE!!!


GRAPHING POLICY:
I am going to require you to make computer graphs, since it only makes sense in “our day.”  Before computers, students were never permitted to plot a graph and then make photocopies for her/his lab partners.  It is not permitted that one student uses a graphing program to produce a good graph, and then print out multiple copies for lab partners and friends.  Students are fond of saying "But we all have the same data, and the graphs are all going to look exactly the same".  On the contrary, each student makes their own mistakes and decisions on units, scales, title, plotting data points, grid resolution choice, scale resolution, etc., and thus independent plots seldom look the same.  The computer sometimes lulls us into taking good data-presentation for granted.  Lab group members working together on the lab during class will AT A MINIMUM have an electronic signature on their printed plot. 


CALCULATION POLICY:
Each student should do her/his own calculations on a calculator.  In a lab partner situation, although this seems like an inefficient use of time, all group members may have the same incorrectly done calculations since nobody else was checking.  In addition, only the person doing the calculations is benefiting from the experience, which will help them do similar calculations more quickly on a test.



GETTING HELP OUTSIDE OF CLASS:
I will let you know my class schedule.  I will usually be in X222 or the science office between classes.  It is generally difficult to “catch” me after school since I teach in the evenings at CLC.  Early morning (EB or before) is the most consistent time to find me available.
 
What You can expect from Me:
You can expect that I will have papers graded within 1 week of turn-in, and Infinite Campus updated within that same timeframe.  Any necessary parent phone calls will be returned within 24 hours if I’m able to do so.  Emails will be returned within that timeframe as well.



FINALLY, 
It is my hope that you will be challenged to grow intellectually in this course.  Physics, which is the most basic of the sciences, is considered by many to be the most difficult to understand because it involves abstract concepts, a lot of math, and problem solving skills which require good, logical thinking, and probably less memorization than you are used to.  It is not my intent that you feel frustrated or overly pressured.  PHysics is not a PHlunk-out course.  The majority of students should be able to be successful with a reasonable amount of work.


Intended Theme: Although physics involves hard work, 


Physics is Phun!
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