Junior English

Mrs. Ahlgrim
2246323121
bahlgrim@dist113.org

Office: E117
COURSE DESCRIPTION
GENERAL GOALS:
This course focuses on the study of American themes and values, with particular attention to the
interconnection among individuals, the nation, and truth. Reading, writing, and speaking are
integrated and developed through a study of American literature—supplemented with selective
pieces of world literature. The course will also encourage students to develop their awareness of
language as well as individual styles adaptable to different occasions for writing in college.
COURSE MATERIAL:
1. We will begin our year with several baseline or diagnostic assessments. These will help you and
me see where you are in terms of reading, writing, and English language usage.
2. Students will read 23 major literary works per semester
First Semester:
Ella Minnow Pea
Into the Wild
The Great Gatsby
Second Semester
The Awakening
The Things They Carried
Student choice
Unit Outline for the year:
Year long focus:What does it mean to be an American?
America is known as the land of freedom and opportunity. Throughout the year, we will exam
various pieces of writing that focus on defining American. This focus will help us see how where a
writer places information and what a writer says can create an impact on the reader. We will also
look at the diction a writer chooses and how it impacts the reader. While studying literature, we
will also examine the conflicts that exist in fiction to determine how they can contribute to the
definition.
Units of study:
Unit 1:
Ella Minnow Pea
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Writing/Argument

● Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
● Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization
that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
● Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and
possible biases.
● Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons,
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.

Reading/Nonfiction
● Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a
complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
● Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear,
convincing, and engaging.
● Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

Language
● Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
● Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their
role in the text
● Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations
● Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading or listening.
● Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts

when reading.
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Unit 2:
What does it mean to be an American?
How does Krakauer define “American”?
Argument focus: Defend and Challenge
Into the Wild
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Writing/Argument
● Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
● Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization
that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
● Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and
possible biases.
● Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons,
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

Reading/Nonfiction
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.
● Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a
complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how
Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).
● Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear,
convincing, and engaging.
● Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.
Unit 3
Group Research
Writing questions
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Writing/Informational
● Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats(e.g.,visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.
● Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
● Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to
the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
● Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
● Use precise language, domainspecific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile,
and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Research
● Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.
● Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of
the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain
the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a
standard format for citation.

Speaking and Listening
● Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
● Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive

elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.
● Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.
Unit 4
The Great Gatsby
Conflict, setting
Defend and Challenge
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Reading/Literature
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
● Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a
complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of
a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
● Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
● Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
● Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the
source text.
● Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth, nineteenth and earlytwentiethcentury
foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same
period treat similar themes or topics.

Writing/Argument
● Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
● Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
● Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

● Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Speaking and Listening
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic
or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned exchange of ideas.
● Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, set clear
goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.
● Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
● Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.
●

Language
● Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
● Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the
text
● Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations
● Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or
listening.
● Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as
needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.
●
Unit 5
Poetry Outloud
poetry analysis
poetry recitation
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Reading/Literature
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly

●
●
●

●
●
●

as well inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a
complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of
a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the
source text.

Language
● Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
● Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their
role in the text
● Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations
● Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more
fully when reading or listening.
● Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts
when reading.
● Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Unit 6
Literary analysis
The Awakening
“Chrysanthemums”
“Everything that Rises Must Converge”
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Reading/Literature
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
● Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a
complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of
a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
● Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
● Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
● Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the
source text.

Unit 7
Narrative writing
The Things They Carried
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Reading/Literature
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
● Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a
complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of
a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
● Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,

the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
● Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
● Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the
source text.

Writing/Narrative
● Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
● Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot
lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
● Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a
coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery,
suspense, growth, or resolution).
● Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
● Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or
resolved over the course of the narrative.
Unit 8
Book to Film analysis
Student choice of title
Targets: By the end of the unit students will be able:

Reading/Literature
● Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.
● Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a
complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
● Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of
a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed).
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful.
● Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

● Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
● Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the
source text.

Writing/Informational
● Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats(e.g.,visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.
● Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
● Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to
the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
● Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
● Use precise language, domainspecific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile,
and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Writing/Argument
● Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
● Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
● Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that
anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
● Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

SPECIFIC COURSE ACTIVITIES:

1. Write process papers (argumentative) each semester, along with inclass essays.
2. Conduct research working through various processes of using research to logically argue
position.
3. Read short works such as nonfiction, short stories, and poetry to study language analysis,
rhetorical analysis, and literary criticism.
4. Engage in vocabulary study.
5. Study grammar and usage skills each semester.
7. Participate in small group and full class discussions first and second semester, and deliver
speeches
Class expectations:
Preparedness
Prompt
Participation
Responsible
Respectful
Absences:
Check the course google community as well as watch for text form Remind for any handout
you may have missed
Feel free to email me when absent, so I can keep you in the loop
Assignments due dates will always be given at the beginning of the assignment
Classwork, assignments, and power points will be posted on the course google community
EVALUATION:
You will be assessed on your ability to master skills in the follow areas:
Reading 30% of grade
Writing 30 % of grade
Speaking/Listening 15% of grade
Analysis 15% of grade
Work habits: completion of work 10% of grade
Grading Scale:
I use standards based grading. each assignment will have a set a standards I am measuring. We
will track your growth toward mastery. In the gradebook, mastery equals a score of 4.
The grading scale I use is a bit different from what you may be accustomed.

Letter Grade

Minimum Standard based grade on a scale of 41

Minimum percentage

A

3.75

92%

A

3.30

85%

B+

3.10

78%

B

2.80

75%

B

2.50

69%

C+

2.20

63%

C

1.80

63%

C

1.50

56%

D+

1.25

40%

D

1.00

33%

D

0.75

25%

F

0

0

Grade book setup: this is an area that may be a bit different from previous classes. When you
complete an assignment on time your will receive 1 point for that assignment. This grade will
appear in the work habits portion of the grade book. Late assignments will receive a 0 in the work
habits portion. Even if the assignment is late, I do expect you to turn in all assignments. I need to
see how you are progressing in reading writing, speaking, analysis.
I usually return papers/assignments within 48 hours of the assignment’s due date
If you ever need help or clarification, please email me. I will return emails and phone calls within
24 hours.
I am so happy that you are here.
We are going to have a wonderful year!

