OTHER IMPORTANT TERMS AND INFO

Piece – an individual work of music

Song – a piece for a solo vocalist or choir—not a band or orchestra piece

Work or Composition – other names for a piece

Movement – a large section of a piece that feels like a complete “chapter”—usually followed by a full pause

Suite – a long piece made up of short movements that each feel like individual pieces

Medley – a long piece made up of short pieces that are strung together without pauses

Musical – a theatrical piece that has dialogue interspersed with songs and dances

Play – a theatrical piece without music

Opera – a theatrical piece in which all of the dialogue is sung, including narration

Overture – 1) the opening instrumental piece before an opera or musical (usually a medley of the songs from the show), or 2) a one-movement piece in fast-slow-fast form

March – a piece in a medium-fast or fast tempo, in 2/4, cut or 6/8 time, following a form similar to [1st strain, 2nd strain, trio], originally meant for a parade performance but now also for concerts

Band – an ensemble made up of winds and percussion

Symphonic Band – a large band with multiple players on each part

Wind Ensemble – a small or medium band with single players on each part

String Orchestra – an ensemble made up of violins, violas, cellos, basses, and occasionally a piano

Full Orchestra – a string orchestra with a small wind and percussion section but no saxophones or euphoniums

When writing about musical pieces, titles of large-scale works should be italicized (or underlined when handwritten) while short works or movements should be in quotes:

One of my favorite songs from The Music Man is “Seventy-Six Trombones.”

The Beatles’ classic tune “Norwegian Wood” is on their Rubber Soul album.

The orchestra performed “Jeux de vagues,” the second movement from Debussy’s La Mer.
However, if the title of a piece or movement is generic, such as Symphony No. 5 in C Minor, it is neither italicized or in quotes:
The orchestra performed Largo, the third movement of Amy Beach’s Piano Concerto in C-sharp Minor.
